
THE BROOKLYN WATERFRONT GREENWAY

A 14-MILE ROUTE CONNECTING WATERFRONT COMMUNITIES AND DESTINATIONS
Red Hook - 10/11/2011



Implementation Plan Process
1) Implementation Plan

Create a  plan that guides Greenway development
• Literature Review Report describing Gap 

Analysis results
• Site reconnaissance and field investigations
Outreach Meetings March 2010: Existing Conditions
• Developed Preliminary Route Alternatives
Outreach Meetings Summer/Fall 2010: 
Proposed Alternatives
• Developed preferred route
Outreach Meetings 2011:  Final Alternatives
• Present Draft Implementation Plan
• Develop Project Phasing/Implementation Plan

2) Preliminary Design
Work  towards construction

• Engineering work

3) Implementation
Continue to implement throughout the process



Project Objectives:

•Physically separated path and walkway

•Proximity to the waterfront

•Connections to other facilities, both walking and 
cycling

•High-quality construction materials

•Design that is sensitive to the neighborhood 
context

•Design that is sensitive to both maintenance 
constraints and sustainable materials

Implementation Plan Process



Implementation Plan Process

Existing 
Conditions

What do people 
value

Where should the 
Greenway go

Route 
Alternatives

What are potential 
routes

What would people 
prefer

Final Route
What is the best route 

right now

What should DOT 
consider when the 

design process begins

Develop one continuous route that will provide a framework 
for implementation

Planning Process



Implementation Plan Process

Develop 
Preferred Route
Implementation 
Plan will include 

24 distinct 
capital projects

Initiate Projects
Work with the 
Community, 

Electeds and DDC 
to refine projects 

and seek out money.

Implementation Process

Build!



Implementation Plan Process

The “preferred route” 
is the primary goal of 
this project
•These capital projects are 
the focus of this plan 
•Projects are primarily along 
DOT Right of Way

“Future enhancement 
projects” are long-
range goals.
•These projects represent 
community desires, but ones 
that are out of the scope of 
the Implementation Plan
•Not in DOT Right of Way



Implementation Plan Progress
Greenpoint/Williamsburg Route

Newtown Creek 
to Bushwick 

Inlet

Bushwick Inlet 
to South



New Bridge – Future Enhancement

Potential New Connection to 
Queens over Newtown Creek



West Street

Rendering of West Street Concept



Bushwick Inlet Park



Kent Avenue



Implementation Plan Progress:
Downtown Brooklyn Route



Flushing Avenue



Vinegar Hill

Washington Street Smooth, Bikeable Cobblestones



Brooklyn Bridge Park

Temporary Path at Montague



Implementation Plan Progress: 
Red Hook Route



Atlantic Avenue / Columbia Street



Atlantic Basin



Erie Basin Park / Ikea



Hamilton 
Avenue

to 39th Street

Implementation Plan Progress:
Sunset Park Route

39th Street to
Owl’s Head 

Park



Hamilton Avenue



Bush Terminal Pier Park

Rendering of Future Park



Owl’s Head Park



RED HOOK WATERFRONT PREFERRED ROUTE

north

The Preferred Route 
consists of 8 Discrete 
Capital Projects.

Also included are 2 
Future Enhancement 
Projects



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Columbia Street Greenway Upgrade11

ROUTE CHOSEN

Columbia Street and Van Brunt Street

WHY CHOSEN

Existing Route



Existing Conditions
Columbia Street Greenway Upgrade11



Existing Conditions
Columbia Street Greenway Upgrade11

Precedent Photo: Route 9A



Existing Conditions
DEGRAW STREET WEST OF COLUMBIA STREET11



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Columbia Street Greenway Upgrade11

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Enhance landscaped buffers between path, Port facility and 

Columbia Street 
• Improve design on Degraw from Columbia St to Van Brunt St

• Widen shared use path 
• Potential add landscaping adjacent to the Port

COST
• Low-Medium Cost 

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Maintenance



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Atlantic Basin Connector12

ROUTE CHOSEN
Van Brunt - Degraw to Summit
Summit - Van Brunt to Imlay 
Imlay - Summit to Bowne Street

WHY CHOSEN
Waterfront access at Atlantic Basin
Low volumes on Van Brunt and Summit
Potential for future extension along waterfront



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
VAN BRUNT STREET BETWEEN DEGRAW AND SUMMIT12



Southbound
Moving

Lane
Parking

Lane

Northbound
Moving

Lane
Bicycle 

Path

6’

Sidewalk
East

Sidewalk
West

42’

Proposed Configuration– Preferred Route
VAN BRUNT STREET BETWEEN DEGRAW AND SUMMIT12



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
IMLAY STREET NORTH OF BOWNE STREET12



Proposed Configuration – Preferred Route
IMLAY STREET NORTH OF BOWNE STREET12

Greenway could be 
implemented with either:
1)Removal of parking
2)One way conversion



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Atlantic Basin Connector12

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Create shared-use path along Van Brunt, Summit and Imlay 

Streets from Degraw Street to Bowne Street

COST
• Medium Cost 
• In-house Resources

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Maintenance
• Parking/Traffic Impacts along Imlay Street



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Atlantic Basin

ROUTE CHOSEN

Bowne Street – Imlay to Commercial Wharf 
Commercial Wharf from Bowne to Pioneer Street

13

WHY CHOSEN
Waterfront access at Atlantic Basin
Low traffic volumes on Commercial Wharf
Potential for future extension along waterfront



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
PIER 11 AT COMMERCIAL WHARF13



Proposed Configuration – Preferred Route
PIER 11 AT COMMERCIAL WHARF13

Precedent Photo: Tillary Street



Design Options
PIER 11 AT COMMERCIAL WHARF13

Verona Street offers an alternative

Bowne Street gate is too narrow 
and has heavy truck traffic. 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Use taxi lane to create separated two-way bikeway/walkway
• Coordinate with EDC on planned public access improvements

COST
• Low Cost
• In-house Resources
• Requires coordination with NYC Economic Development 

Corporation and Port Authority

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Incorporating the path with the working waterfront and the 

cruise ship terminal
• Parking/Traffic Impacts along Imlay Street

DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Atlantic Basin13



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Valentino Pier Connector

ROUTE CHOSEN
Conover – Pioneer to Beard
Beard - Conover to Dwight

WHY CHOSEN
Waterfront access at Atlantic Basin
Low traffic volumes on Conover Street
Potential for future extension along waterfront

14



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
CONOVER ST NORTH OF BEARD STREET14



Proposed Configuration – Preferred Route
CONOVER ST NORTH OF BEARD STREET14



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route 
BEARD ST. B/T CONOVER ST. AND ERIE BASIN PARK14



Proposed Configuration – Preferred Route
BEARD ST. B/T CONOVER ST. AND ERIE BASIN PARK14



Proposed Configuration – Preferred Route
BEARD ST. B/T CONOVER ST. AND ERIE BASIN PARK14

Washington Street Smooth, Bikeable Cobblestones



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Valentino Pier Connector14

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Reconstruct cobblestones within the carriageway with bicycle-

friendly ‘smooth’ cobblestone pavement
• Plant street trees

COST
• High Cost – Full Street Reconfiguration

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Shared Roadway



Future Enhancement Project
Buttermilk Channel and Fairway Erie Basin Waterfronts14a

Snapple Pier

Valentino

Ikea

Fairway

Atlantic Basin



Existing Conditions – Future Enhancement Project
Wolcott St, western terminus at Waterfront (Snapple)14a



north

Existing Conditions – Future Enhancement Project
Fairway to IKEA via the Waterfront14a



Existing Conditions – Future Enhancement Project
Fairway to IKEA via the Waterfront14a



Existing Conditions – Future Enhancement Project
Fairway to IKEA via the Waterfront14a



PRECEDENTS:
Fixed Bridge Over an Inlet

Precedent Photo: Riverside Park South, Manhattan



Future Enhancement Project
Valentino Pier Connector

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Create a waterfront esplanade from Walcott to Eerie Basin 

Park, using existing waterfront access and small bridges

COST
• Very High Cost

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Private Property
• Width of Path
• Working Waterfront

14a



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Erie Basin Greenway Upgrade (IKEA Esplanade)15

ROUTE CHOSEN…

IKEA Esplanade

WHY CHOSEN…

Existing Route



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
Erie Basin Park to Columbia Street via IKEA Esplanade15



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Erie Basin Greenway Upgrade (IKEA Esplanade)15

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Install improved signage and pavement markings designating 

esplanade path as a shared-use greenway

COST
• Low Cost

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Private property and maintenance



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Columbia Street Extension (Next to IKEA)

ROUTE CHOSEN
Columbia Street –

Gowanus Industrial Park to Halleck St

WHY CHOSEN
Access to Waterfront views and
Red Hook Recreation Area

16



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
COLUMBIA STREET SOUTH OF BEARD STREET16



Proposed Configuration – Preferred Route
COLUMBIA STREET SOUTH OF BEARD STREET16



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Columbia Street Extension (Next to IKEA)16

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Narrow the roadway and widen the sidewalk
• Construct two-way bikeway adjacent to the curb
• Continue the row of street trees that exist along the northern 

half of this stretch

COST
• Medium Cost 

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Maintenance
• Subsurface condition for tree planting



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Red Hook Recreation Area17

ROUTE CHOSEN
Halleck Street – Columbia to Court

WHY CHOSEN
Access to Waterfront views and
Red Hook Recreation Area



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
WATERFRONT AT RED HOOK RECREATION AREA17



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
HALLECK STREET AT RED HOOK RECREATION AREA17

Rendering of Conceptual Design of Halleck Street



Existing Configuration – Preferred Route
HALLECK STREET AT RED HOOK RECREATION AREA17



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Red Hook Recreation Area17

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Widen, sign and stripe existing pedestrian path adjacent to 

track and baseball field (from Columbia to Clinton Streets) for 
shared-use

• Reconstruct Halleck Street ROW from Clinton Street to Court 
Street as a shared-use path

COST
• Medium to High Cost

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Contaminated Soil
• Maintenance



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Smith Street18

ROUTE CHOSEN
Halleck Street – Court to Smith
Smith Street – Halleck to Hamilton

WHY CHOSEN
Access to Waterfront views and
Red Hook Recreation Area



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
HALLECK ST. BETWEEN COURT AND SMITH STREETS17



Existing Configuration – Preferred Route
HALLECK ST. BETWEEN COURT AND SMITH STREETS17



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
HALLECK ST. BETWEEN COURT AND SMITH STREETS17



Existing Conditions – Preferred Route
SMITH ST. BETWEEN SIGOURNEY AND BAY STREETS18



Existing Configuration – Preferred Route
SMITH ST. BETWEEN SIGOURNEY AND BAY STREETS18



DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECT:
Smith Street18

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
• Continue separated path on Halleck Street from Court Street 

to Smith Street
• Construct two-way on-street parking-protected bikeway on 

south side of Smith Street adjacent to the sidewalk

COST
• Medium Cost

POTENTIAL ISSUES
• Impact on Industry
• Maintenance



Future Enhancement Project
Bike/Ped Bridge Over Gowanus Canal to Home Depot 19a

Home
Depot

Waste
Transfer

Asphalt
Plant



Future Enhancement Project
Bike/Ped Bridge Over Gowanus Canal to Home Depot 19a

Asphalt Plant
Waste
Transfer

Home
Depot

City 
Acquires 
Parcel

Operable Bridge



PRECEDENT:
Small Moveable Bridges

Precedent Photo



SUMMARY

8 DISCRETE CAPITAL PROJECTS
• Columbia Street Greenway Upgrade
• Atlantic Basin Connector
• Atlantic Basin
• Valentino Pier Connector
• Erie Basin Greenway Upgrade
• Columbia Street Extension
• Red Hook Recreation Area
• Smith Street

2 FUTURE ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS
• Buttermilk Channel and Fairway Erie Basin Waterfronts
• Bridge Over Gowanus Canal



Questions? Thank
You


