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Project History  

• 2009: NYPD/CB7 safety requests to DOT 

• 2010: Borough President’s report 

• 2011: 4th Ave Task Force, CB10 report 

• 2012: Phase 1: Sunset Park (15th-65th Sts) 

• 2013: Outreach to Bay Ridge, Park Slope 

 

Goals of project: 

• Identify street safety concerns 

• Develop street design solutions 

• Create safer crossings 

• Improve safety for all road users 

4th Avenue corridor safety project 
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Process: Bay Ridge 

Brainstorm Issues 
and Rank Priorities 

Discuss Crash and 
Speeding data 

Give input on possible 
street redesigns 

Workshop 1/24/13 at PS264 

Open House 3/21/13 at PS264 

Review Workshop 
Input 

Give DOT feedback 
on design 

Present Initial 
Redesign ideas 

CB10 T&T 5/13/13  

Present to CB10 Get feedback 

CB10 Public Meeting 6/5/13  

Present to Public Get feedback 

3 CB10 T&T 6/10/13  

T&T Discussion DOT Q&A 

CB10 Full Board 6/17/13  

Board Discussion 
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Outreach/Advertisement 

• Publicity: Borough President, 4th Ave Task Force, CB10 

• Multilingual outreach (Spanish, Mandarin/Cantonese, Arabic) 

• Online via DOT website, 4th Ave website, Twitter, Facebook 

• nyc.gov/4thAve: What needs improving on Fourth Ave in Bay Ridge? 

240 online comments received as of 5/13/13 



Need 

• 5 pedestrian fatalities: 2006-2013 (2 in 2013) 

• 2 mi: 38 people have been killed or severely injured: 2007-2011 

• Top third severest among Brooklyn corridors  

• Off-peak speeding: up to 63% speeding above 30 mph limit 

• CB10 identified  21 intersections  on 4th Ave in 2011 safety report 

Why 4th Avenue in Bay Ridge? 
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2 Recent Pedestrian Fatalities 



Crossing 
with 

Signal 
52% 

Crossing 
against 
Signal 
10% 

Crossing 
Midblock 

27% 

Other 
11% 
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Safety Issues: Failure to Yield 

• Top 1/3 of Brooklyn streets for severe 
injuries + fatalities per mile (2007-2011 
crashes) 
 

• 5 fatalities: all pedestrians; 3 seniors 
 
• Over 5 times as many pedestrians struck 

with the signal versus against the signal 
 

• Twice as many pedestrians hit at 
intersections than crossing midblock 

Indicates turning vehicles failing to yield to pedestrians 

% of known crashes (2007-2011) 
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Safety Issues: Speeding 
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• Method: Contractor conducted by radar midweek 9-11pm  

• More off-hour speeding in residential areas 
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Bay Ridge Senior Area 

New Senior area (2012) 
 

Outreach to Senior Centers 
begins this summer 

 
Senior pedestrian injuries 
on 4th Ave cluster: 69th – 
77th Sts 

 
In 2013: 2 recent 
pedestrian fatalities: 
• at 82nd St (Age 74) – 

near St Anselm’s School 
 

• at 86th St (Age 57) –  
     near subway/bus 

 



Transportation Context 

Bus Route: 65-Ovington, 
BR Pkwy-78, 86-Shore Rd 

Truck Route: No Subway: 65-95 10 



Recent 4th Ave projects 

4th Ave Sunset Park (15th-65th Streets): August-November 2012 

4th Ave and 86th St turn bans: September 2012 4th Ave and 65th St: September 2012 

 
Before After 
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Community Concerns: Bay Ridge 

DOT asked: “Top Issues on 4th Avenue?” 
• Speeding 

• Congestion 

• Beautification 

• Double Parking 

DOT also heard: 
• Bus Congestion 
• Illegal U-turns 
• Car dealerships 

• Truck Loading 
• Weaving 
• Left turns 

• Pedestrian Safety 

• Safer Crossings 

• School drop-offs 
• Bike safety 
• Jaywalking 

Public Workshop, January 24, 2013 Public Open House, March 21, 2013 Public Workshop, January 24, 2013 
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Crash Hotspots 

86th St: 
24 pedestrian injuries 
52 overall injuries 

BR Pkwy: 
12 pedestrian injuries 
42 overall injuries 

BR Ave: 
8 pedestrian injuries 
37 overall injuries 

Ovington Ave: 
7 pedestrian injuries 
22 overall injuries 
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Community Feedback 

240 online comments received as of 5/13/13 14 



Shore Rd: Existing 
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Shore Rd: Proposed 

Upgrade 
crosswalks to 
high visibility 

Add 
channelization 
to slow turns 

Extend curb to shorten 
crossing 
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101st to 95th St: Existing 
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101st to 95th St: T&T Proposal 

Calm 
northbound: 
reduce one 

lane 

• Open House feedback: Slow traffic exiting Belt Parkway 

• Retains two southbound lanes for businesses with loading/valet 
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101st to 95th St: Second Option 

Calm both 
directions: 

reduce one lane 
in each direction 

• CB10 T&T feedback 5/13/13: Slow traffic in both directions 
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95th to 87th St: Existing 
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… Ovington to 67th St: Existing 

21 



… Ovington to 67th St: Proposed 

9’ parking 
lane in 

commercial 
areas 

Refurbish 
markings, 

add missing 
school 

crosswalks 
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Commercial areas: Add Loading 

Add new 
zones and/or 
extend hours 
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88th St to 86th St: History 

24 
• Pedestrian fatality location in 2003, 2005, 2007, and 2013 



88th St to 86th St: Proposed 

Add pedestrian 
refuge island in 
south crosswalk 

West Curb: Red curb 
bus lane, 80’ No 

Stopping Anytime with 
pedestrian fencing 

Add southbound 
left turn bay 25 



Extend SW curb to 
shorten west crossing 

Fence discourages car 
drop-offs and 

encourages peds to 
cross in crosswalk 

Proposed: Pedestrian crossing 
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Proposed: S53/S93 Circulation 

86th-87th St: S53 
Last Stop/Layover  

87th-88th St: S53 
First Stop; S93 
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88th St to 87th St: Proposed 

Extend bus stops 
80’ to midblock 

drive way 

4 metered spaces 
lost on east curb 



86th St - Ovington Av: Existing 
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86th St - Ovington Av: Proposed 

Calm speeding by reducing 
from 2 to 1 travel lanes in 

each direction 

Add left turn bays 
at all signalized 

intersections 

Install 13’ wide parking 
lane and flush painted 

median 
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4th Ave is 60’ wide: a common Brooklyn arterial street width 

• DOT implemented a calming on West 6th St  in 2010 near the N train 

Precedent: West 6th St, Brooklyn 

West 6th at Kings Hwy 

West 6th at Ave O 
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Bay Ridge Parkway: Proposed 

Extend NE curb to 
shorten north crossing 
and slow westbound 

right turns 

32 
• CB10 T&T feedback 5/13/13: Possible at 82nd? 85th?  



82nd St: Updated 

Extend NE curb to 
shorten north crossing 
and slow westbound 

right turns 
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• 2013 Pedestrian fatality location  

• One parking space would be lost 



82nd St: Updated 

Extend SE curb to 
shorten south crossing 
in front of St Anselm’s 
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• Hydrant: no parking would be lost 



85th St: Existing 

Most skewed intersection 
in study area.  

 
Many pedestrians cross 

outside crosswalks. 
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West curb stairs into 
subway station far from 

crosswalk 



85th St: Proposed 

Extend SE curb to 
shorten south crossing  

 
Northbound right turn 
ban, 1 parking space 
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Fan south crosswalk 
to connect to SW 

corner and subway 
stairs 

 
2 parking spaces lost 

• 3 parking spaces would be lost: 2 west, 1 east 

• Upgrade all crosswalk to high visibility 



85th St: Proposed 

Extend SE curb to 
shorten south crossing 

 
Ban northbound right 
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Bay Ridge Towers 
has large parking 

structure 

No buildings 
on east curb: 
65th-66th Sts 

Existing back-in 
parking on 65th St 

Shore Rd Dr to 65th St: History 

From Sept 2012 CB10 presentation 

Last year DOT proposed 
removing east curb parking 
to create two through lanes 



Shore Rd Dr to 65th St: Existing 

• Morning congestion on the northbound approach to 65th Street 
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Shore Rd Dr to 65th St: Proposed 

Remove parking spots on 
the east curb between 66th 
and 65th Streets to create 

second through lane 

Create one eastbound 
through lane off Belt Pkwy 
off-ramp on to Shore Rd Dr 
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Shore Rd Dr to 65th St: Proposed 

Relocate the 8 spots to the 
south curb of Shore Rd Dr 
between 4th and 5th Aves 

Create one receiving lane 
on Shore Rd Dr 
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Overall Recommendations  

Calm speeding with lane reduction/left turn bays in residential/school areas 
 
Retain two travel lanes in commercial areas, add loading zones  
 
Key intersection safety improvements 
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Next Steps: School Outreach 

School Street 

Telecommunications HS 67-Senator 

IS 30 69-Ovington 

Lutheran Elementary Ovington-72 

Bay Ridge Preparatory HS 73-74 

Holy Angels HS 73-74 

St Anselm’s 82-83 

PS264 88-89 

PS104 91-92 

St Patrick’s 97-Marine 



Benefits of Proposal 

• Better for Pedestrians  
• Shortens 6 crossings at key cross streets    
• Adds 12 High Visibility and 21 School Crosswalks  
• Slows speeding off-hour traffic 

 
• Better for Drivers 

• Better organizes traffic: adds 22 left turn bays 
• Widens parking lane: safer to open drivers side car door 

 
• Better for Residents and School Safety 

• Calms off-peak speeding in 70s-80s, 100s     
 

• Better for Businesses 
• Adds loading zones for truck loading 

 
• Beautification opportunity on 86th St pedestrian refuge 
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nyc.gov/4thave 
Thank 

You 

Contact: Brooklyn Borough Commissioner’s Office (718) 222-7259 
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